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Studying The Scriptures 


In forming any conclusion concerning the historicity and truthfulness of 
the Scriptures, we should always keep in mind the purpose for which they 
were written. The writers of the Bible did not include more than their 





purpose of writing demanded, nor did they feel it necessary to explain con- 
temporary phenomena for the benefit of scholars in the 20th century .. . 
Furthermore, one should assume that these writers were normally truthful. 
Apart from any question of inspiration, the authors of the Old and New 
Testaments were not impelled by a perverted ambition to victimize a gullible 
public. They were not making a point of producing religious fiction. Most 
of them were prophets and preachers who jeopardized their lives to proclaim 
what these manuscripts contain. They would not have wasted their efforts in 
trivia, nor would they have propagated untruth. Falsehood is not unknown 
in religious literature, but there is no reason for beginning Biblical research 
with the assumption that the subject of the study is untrustworthy. 











—Merril C. Tenney 
in Christianity Today 
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Most churchmen agree that the most 
important question in religion is: 
“What is my AUTHORITY?” What 
this question implies can be better un- 
derstood if you will mentally consider 
how you would fill in the blank in 
the following familiar verse: “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for tells 
me so.” 








While you are thinking, we will sur- 
prise you by saying that most people 
who today call themselves Christians 
would not put “the Bible” in that 
blank space. 


Some would put “the Church.” Oth- 
ers would insert “my conscience,” or 
“the Holy Spirit speaking to my heart.” 
Still others would say, “my experience 
of God as I see Him in the behavior 
of real Christians” tells me so. 


The problem, as we suggested at the 
beginning, is the problem of AU- 
THORITY. It is this problem to 
which this issue of the Journal is de- 
voted, with special reference to the 
new Curriculum Program of the 
Church. We urge you to read pp. 5- 
10 carefully. 





Several weeks ago (Jan. 11) we 
published “The Plan of Salvation” in 
diagram form, a translation from the 
Latin. At the time we neglected to 
tell you that Dr. J. B. Green, retired 
Professor of Theology at Columbia 
Seminary and a former Moderator of 
the Assembly, made this outline famous 
in his classes. We are happy to ac- 
knowledge that Dr. Green is still a 
regular contributor to these columns. 





We are especially pleased by the 
church bulletins frequently sent to us 
in which the Journal is mentioned. The 
Shalimar, Fla., church (Dr. C. R. Steg- 
all, Jr.) keeps the Journal before its 
congregation via the bulletin, as does 
the Third Church, North Tonawanda, 
N. Y. (Rev. Richard Allen Bodey). 
Fine churches these, no doubt. 
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JAPAN — Dr. Togari, President of 
Kinjo, largest Presbyterian school in 
the world, with 5,300 students, at last 
has a proper office and a complete ad- 
ministration building. 


In December the Board of Trustees, 
faculty representatives, Senior High 
School department and friends gath- 
ered at the Senior High School campus 
to dedicate the handsome new four- 
story building standing near the “Gold- 
en Castle” of the city of Nagoya from 
which the school derives its name. Ev- 
er since the original administration 
building was destroyed in the bombing 
of the city in 1944, the President and 
Bursar’s offices have been hidden un- 
der stairways, in corners of this or 
that building in makeshift quarters. 
Now they are housed in a ferro-con- 
crete building with approximately 2,- 
500 square feet of space on each of 
four floors. 


A unique feature of the dedication 
service was the dedication of a set of 
traffic lights, and presentation of them 
to the city of Nagoya. While TV 
cameras whirred and newspaper pho- 
tographers flashed their bulbs, the 
school representative cut a tape and 
the police chief turned on the control 
lights for the first crossing and the 
opening of the cross-walk. The city 
of Nagoya will be responsible for the 
maintenance of these lights which the 
school and Parent’s Association pro- 
vided for the protection of the stu- 
dents along this busy intersection. 


—Rev. J. A. McAlpine 


Editor’s note: In contrast to Ro- 
man Catholic war-damaged schools, 
which have been re-built in the Philip- 
pines and in other parts of the world 
with funds provided by the U. S. Con- 
gress, Presbyterian schools have been 
re-built exclusively with Church and 
private money. 








O.K. ‘Economic’ Sin? 


NEW YORK — The United 
Church of Christ has co-secretaries 
for racial and cultural relations. 
One of them, the Rev. Chester L. 
Marcus, has just returned from a 
study of the African situation with 
a conclusion. 


Here it is: Christian groups in 
West Africa should not bar church 
membership to men and women who 
practice polygamy “for economic 
reasons.” 


While polygamy is forbidden as a 
sin in nearly every Christian com- 
munion, it is practiced in West Af- 
rica as a means of social security, 
the co-secretary reported. There- 
fore, he said, the Moslems have been 
proselytizing heavily in West Af- 
rica, and the Christian communions 
stand to lose more converts if they 
continue to deny the sacraments to 
men with more than one wife or 
wives with more than one husband. 


The United Church is one of four 
that the Blake-Pike proposal would 
bring together. 











Church Unit Protests 
Queen’s Visit to Rome 


EDINBURGH, Scotland (RNS) — 
A resolution protesting against Queen 
Elizabeth’s scheduled visit to Pope 
John XXIII in May was adopted here 
by the Commission of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland 
(Presbyterian). The commission took 
issue with the official announcement 
that the Queen’s meeting with the 
Pope would be simply a courtesy visit. 


Declaring that “the Vatican State 
exists only to serve the religious pre- 
tensions of the Papacy,” it said that 
“concessions to these pretensions, even 
by appearance, are harmful to the re- 
formed religion by law established in 
this realm.” 





Some people try to get something 
for nothing and then kick about the 


quality. 
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NCC Board Hits Film, 
Backs SS Health Care 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. — In its first 
meeting since the San Francisco Gen- 
eral Assembly, the general board of 
the National Council of Churches: 


—Adopted a resolution endorsing med- 
ical care for the aged through So- 
cial Security, claiming that some 
needs can be met “only by united 
socially planned action.” 


—Warned the Churches against the 
use of the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities’ controversial film of the 
San Francisco riots, “Operation Ab- 
olition” without “supplementary 


facts.” ail 


—Called for increased federal aid for 
economically distressed areas. 


—Urged joint efforts by churches, la- 
bor unions and the government to 
ease the unemployment plight of 
teenagers (among whom it said the 
rate of unemployment is highest in 
the nation). 


—Heard Dr. James E. Wagner, Presi- 
dent of the United Church of Christ 
urge consultations between the NCC 
and denominations that represent 
conservative Christianity (Dr. Wag- 
ner’s reference was to “our more 
orthodox brethren’’). 


—Heard its General Secretary call on 
the Churches to cooperate by estab- 
lishing together new congregations 
in local communities. 


—Heard Bishop John Wesley Lord 
say that the NCC can no longer be 
an agency for cooperation among 
independent congregations but must 
become “the primary center” of all 
denominations for “a more inclusive 
evangelism.” 


—Heard its new President, layman J. 
Irwin Miller, call on the present gen- 
eration “courageously to shape a 
new spirit of government — ap- 
propriate to the age,” by supporting 
endeavors to put new powers and 
knowledge to work to “abolish hun- 
ger, poverty, much disease, and pro- 









vide wealth, education and creative 
opportunity for everyone, of an or- 
der which even kings didn’t enjoy 
a few centuries ago.” 


(NOTE — Presbyterian U. S. prin- 
cipals on this board are: Dr. John 
S. Land, Dr. Donald C. Agnew, Dr. 
Ben R. Lacy, Richard A. Farnsworth, 
Dr. James A. Millard, Jr., and Mrs. 
D. R. Freeman.) 





Comment on the NCC— 


Here Again 


Here again is the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America proclaiming, this time, the 
will of God that Congress go along 
with John F. Kennedy on medical care 
of the old and on federal relief of 
the public school system. This Lead- 
ing Elder of the Episcobapterian 
Church, Reformed Branch, Methouni- 
gational Synod, hereby solemnly pro- 
tests that his denomination has no 
such word from the Almighty and has 
issued no credentials to the National 
Council or to any of its subdivisions. 
As in the case of recognizing Red 
China, the National Council is strictly 
on its own. 


. . . Nobody in the entire nation knows 
whether 40,000,000 Protestant church- 
men favor or disfavor taxing the gamb- 
ler, the thief and the women of the 
street to do the Lord’s work in car- 
ing for the aged and wounded. 


But all 40,000,000 churchmen, pre- 
sumably, have read where the Good 
Samaritan was confronted with the 
problem on the Jericho Road. And 
the Good Samaritan did not pull out 
a gavel and call for a vote recommend- 
ing that the Roman government apply 
its tax whips to the backs of the heath- 
en to do the work of God. The Good Sa- 
maritan, in his simplicity, went into 
action on the spot — at his own ex- 
pense.—Lynn Landrum in The Dallas 
News. 


Backs Bible Reading 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (RNS) — Bible 
reading in the public schools was en- 
dorsed by Pennsylvania Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction Dr. Charles 
H. Boehm at a meeting of the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of Churches Division of 
Christian Education here. Dr. Boehm 
told the group he knew of “no more 
appropriate way to begin a school day 
than to listen reverently to the read- 
ing of God’s Word.” 


Crime Rate ‘Shocking’ 
For U.S., Says Hoover 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
The year 1960 saw a “shocking” rec- 
ord set in the number of crimes com- 
mitted in the United States, Director 
J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation reported. The num- 
ber of crimes reported in cities over 
25,000 population increased 12 per 
cent over the 1959 record, Mr. Hoover 
said; juvenile delinquency, which he 
termed “youth criminality” in the re- 
port, rose 7 per cent in large cities 
and 5 per cent in small cities and rural 
areas. 


The crime increase over 1959 was 
14 per cent in cities between 25,000 
and 250,000 population, 11 per cent 
in cities 250,000 to one million, and 
9 per cent in cities over one million. 
Mr. Hoover called it “a shocking situ- 
ation when a 9 per cent increase in 
crime must be reported as the ‘smal- 
lest’ in our cities.” 





Church Quits Council 
Over ‘Abolition’ Film 


SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. (RNS) — 
First American Baptist church here 
announced it was taking steps te ~ith- 
draw its financial support from the 
National Council of Churches after 
charging the interdenominational 
agency with taking positions on con- 
troversial matters without reference 
to the views of its constituents. The 
congregation is affiliated with the 
American Baptist Convention which is 
one of the NCC’s 34 members. Un- 
der a provision of the ABC an indi- 
vidual church may stipulate that no 
part of its financial contributions to 
the convention will go to the NCC. 


Dr. Curtis Nims, pastor of First 
Baptist church, said he had requested 
the ABC not to forward any part of 
his congregation’s contributions to the 
National Council. 


He also said that the church’s 800 
members have voted to withdraw from 
the Northern California - Nevada 
Council of Churches because of its 
support of the NCC and that he has 
resigned as a member-at-large of that 
body’s Board of Directors. 


Dr. Nims said his church’s action 
was touched off by the NCC’s recent 
criticism of a film on the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, depict- 
ing rioting at a hearing, whose ac- 


curacy the council questioned. En. 
titled “Operation Abolition,” the doc- 
umentary shows student demonstra- 
tions protesting the committee’s hear- 
ing in San Francisco last spring and 
contains a forword by Chairman Fran- 
cis E. Walter implying the rioting had 
been inspired by Communists. 


At its meeting in Syracuse, N. Y.. 
the NCC General Board, council policy- 
making body, cautioned local churches 
of its constituents against showing the 
movie without supplementary facts. 
The board raised a series of questions 
about the film which it said needed 
answering. 


Dr. Nims charged that the General 
Board’s action was only one instance 
of the NCC “taking sides on contro- 
versial economic, sociological and po- 
litical matters without sufficient re- 
search and without referring the ques- 
tions to the constituency.” He con- 
tended there have been “too many 
statements and actions” by the NCC 
on such matters, adding that the coun- 
cil made these statements without 
knowing whether even a majority of its 
member Church bodies are in agree- 
ment. 





Charlotte Plans School 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Plans to 
open the Christian Junior High Schoo! 
here next fall have been announced 
by the Christian School Association of 
Charlotte. An option has been taken 
on the former Country Day School 
property, and funds are being raised 
for its purchase and for the first 
year’s operations. 


Dr. Donald Davis of Greenville, S. 
C., and formerly of Norfolk, Va., wil! 
be the principal. He and three teach- 
ers are expected to handle a student 
body of 75 to 100 in the seventh, 
eighth and ninth grades. Among the 
Presbyterians prominent in the asso- 
ciation is the Rev. Edward B. Cooper 
of the Sharon church, who is public 
relations director. 


Purchase of the Country Day Schoo! 
property, repairs and renovations will 
be financed through a $100,000 bond 
issue which will be launched during 
March. 





Our money will testify concerning 
us in the Judgment. Whether our 
checkbook is to be summoned by the 
defense or the prosecution depends 
upon us. 
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The second of four articles on new teaching materials now in preparation 





The New Curriculum 


For several years, now, hard work 
has been going on looking towards a 
whole new curriculum of Sunday 
School (and other) literature for use 
by the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


This “curriculum improvement pro- 
gram” has reached the point where 
certain “foundation” papers have been 
published and distributed. These pa- 
pers are a sort of overall “plan.” They 
tell us what the new literature will at- 
tempt to say and do when it appears, 
beginning in 1963 or 1964. 


The “foundation” papers themselves 
are now before the Church so the 
Church can study the way our Chris- 
tian Education program is designed 
to go. These articles in the Journal 
are a study of these “foundation” 
papers. 

* 

The “foundation” papers of the new 
curriculum begin with a detailed an- 
alysis of “revelation” and the Bible. 


Il. REVELATION 


For our part, then, we will begin by 
trying to ask and to answer this ques- 
tion: What — for Christian Educa- 
tion in the Sunday School and else- 
where — is proposed by the theory 
of revelation and the Bible contained 
in these papers? In other words, if 
the new S. S. lessons should follow 
this theory of revelation, what can we 
expect to see in the new literature 
when it appears? 


That word “revelation” historically 
and traditionally has been taken to 
mean God’s disclosure of Himself to 
men so that they come to know Him 
and are enabled to enter into com- 
munion with Him. (See “Glossary,” 
ae 


“Revelation” has sometimes been 
used in the sense of a process: “He 
made known His ways unto Moses, 
His acts unto the children of Israel” 
(Ps. 103:7). That is to say, God re- 
vealed Himself to Moses and to Israel. 


THE EDITOR 


“Revelation” has also been used for 
that information which is actually re- 
vealed. That is to say, the Ten Com- 
mandments, having been given, are 
revelation; the Sermon on the Mount, 
having been delivered, is revelation; 
Jesus Christ, of course, is the supreme 
revelation; the Bible is revelation. In 
each case, when “revelation” is used 
in this sense (as the substance or 
content of what God has revealed) it 
is also possible to speak of the “Word” 
of God. Thus the Ten Command- 
ments are the Word of God; Jesus 
Christ is the Word of God; the Bible 
is the Word of God. 


Until now this has been the univer- 
sally accepted Christian view of reve- 
lation. 


NOVEL VIEW OF REVELATION 


The first thing notable in the “foun- 
dation” papers is that they contain 
a novel view of revelation. The way 














(NOTE — the text below is taken from the “foundation” 


papers. 


The numbers refer to the “foundation” paper 


from which the quotation is taken, and the page.) 





p. 5—“God’s way of revealing Himself and His 
purpose for mankind has been through a series 
of special revelation events in the history of 
Israel and supremely in the life, death and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ and the founding of the 
Christian Church.” 


ee 


...A revelation event is an incident by one or 
more persons in the course of the historical con- 
tinuum in which and through which the direct 
action of God Himself is recognized by the per- 
son(s) involved. In such events persons are 
brought to an awareness of God .. . and thus 
such events may be described as revelation events.” 


*_.. The historical event is never to be separated 
from the interpretative word given by the Spirit 
which makes plain the significance of the event. 


... An event which stands in isolation may be of 
interest to us as an unexplained marvel (e.g. the 
resurrection). But it has meaning as revelation 
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only as its significance as a part of God’s self- 
disclosure is given.” 


“One must recognize that the revelation event is 
in a sense veiled and is understood only by those 
to whom meaning is given by the Spirit of God 
as they respond in faith to the revelation.” 


“In this paper, revelation event includes both 
the actual event as it occurs in the context of 
history and the interpretation of the significance 
of that event as the Word of God is given to those 
who are involved in it.” 

“... The Christ event which came both as the ful- 
fillment of the Old Testament and as the center 
to which the New Testament witness points can be 
thought of as a single event which stands at the 
heart of God’s revelation to man . . . The Christ 
event lies behind the New Testament.” 


p- 6—“* ... The written word became the norm 
of . . . the Church’s understanding of the sig- 


nificance of the coming of the Christ ... (is) a 
body of writings which contain the Christian com- 
munity’s understanding of the significance of the 
Christ event.” 
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God has disclosed Himself and con- 
tinues to disclose Himself is not pre- 
sented by the papers as the Church 
has always understood it. 


In our opinion, this novel view of 
revelation is directly responsible for 
certain other ideas appearing in the 
“foundation” papers which derive from 
it as “cause and effect.” They 
can be understood and evaluated only 
after this view of revelation is under- 
stood and evaluated. 


For instance, a less than total in- 
terest in the Bible, as a subject for 
study, appears in the “foundation” 
papers. We believe the suggested 
theory of revelation is responsible. 


A larger place is assigned the Church 
and its teachings. (We have already 
noticed an increasing respect for the 
Church’s teachings in our present edu- 
cational program). We believe the 
suggested theory of revelation is re- 
sponsible. 


What is this novel view of revela- 
tion and how do these effects derive 
from it? 


According to the “foundation” pa- 
pers, God has not disclosed Himself in 
“propositional truths.”” He has revealed 
Himself (according to the papers) only 
in “mighty acts,” in “events” and in 
the supreme “event” of all: the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


What is a “revelation event,’’ God’s 


way of disclosing Himself? Accord- 
ing to the papers, a “revelation event” 
is “an incident experienced by one or 
more persons” at a particular time in 
history (I, p. 5). When this event 
is properly understood as an act of 
God and interpreted as such, the event 
comes to have religious significance 
for those so understanding and inter- 
preting it; and the understanding and 
interpretation of it becomes a “Word” 
of God to others. 


For instance: At one time in his- 
tory God rained down fire and brim- 
stone upon Sodom and Gomorah. (A 
similar event occurred in the destruc- 
tion of Pompeii and Herculaneum). 
At another time He allowed Jerusalem 
to be destroyed and the people taken 
captive. At still another time He sent 
One to walk the roads of Galilee doing 
wonderful things. In each case, God 
DID something. An event occurred 
which people saw and in which they 
participated. 


Now these events were properly un- 
derstood and interpreted as acts of 
God. Spiritually receptive men, guid- 
ed by the Spir’’ of God, saw in them 
“revelations” ci displeasure, of bless- 
ing, of mercy, of justice, of love. As 
witnesses of these events, these men 
interpreted them in terms of the will 
of God, saying: “This thing God would 
say to you and to me through the 
medium of what has just happened.” 


These essentially human testimonials 
to certain revelations (events) have 
been collected into a book known as 
the Bible. 


The Bible, then, is “witness and in- 
strument’’ (“instrument” 
“means” or “tool” through which God 
would do something FOR men) of 
those mighty acts which constitute 
revelation. 


We should understand very clearly: 
the Bible is not itself revelation, in 
this view, it is only — but a divinely 
authenticated — witness to revelation. 
This way of distinguishing between 
revelation and the Bible is presumably 
necessary because it may be an ac- 
curate or (possibly) an inaccurate wit- 
ness. Where accurate, the Bible trans- 
mits God’s disclosure of Himself faith- 
fully and efficaciously. Where imper- 
fect, God’s disclosure may not get 
through with absolute clarity. 


In any case, our contact with revela- 
tion is through intermediary witnesses. 
Now these witnesses are members of 
the believing community (the Church). 
So the believing community (the 
Church) becomes involved in the un- 
derstanding and transmission of revela- 
tion. 


The role of the Church as witness 
and instrument of revelation — ac- 
cording to this theory — is the sub- 
ject of our next study. Here it should 





being 


I. 


p. 7—“The beginning is with the revelation events, 
but the witness to these events is preserved for us 
in the Book which we know as the Holy Bible.” 


p- 8—“In the written word we have treasure in 
earthen vessels. This figure of speech . . . ap- 
plies to any attempt to witness in human lan- 
guage to the revelation of God . . . The basic 
Biblical assumption (is) that God has spoken to 
man in Jesus Christ.” 


p- 4—* ... Revelation itself has occurred and con- 
tinues to occur. Several characteristics of this rev- 
elation may be identified . . . In His revelation 
God has not sought primarily to reveal informa- 
tion about Himself; He has sought to reveal Him- 
self as Father and to make known His purposes 
to man. The Biblical story is a story of God 
coming to men as Father and as Lord at par- 
ticular moments in their lives . . . The self-dis- 
closure of God has always been in the nature 
of a confrontation of persen with person in which 
God identifies Himself with man and calls man 
to identify himself with God . . . The Church 
must tel] and tell again the story of these unique 
events through which God has revealed Himself 
. +, The God who spoke to men of old through 
these events still speaks to men . . . The Christian 


I. 


teacher must tell the story as an event of history 
which happened in Palestine long years ago, with 
all the circumstances of time and place that enable 
us to interpret its meaning accordingly.” 


p. 5—“The Christian faith is not to be thought 
of primarily as a body of fact or belief. It is a 
living relationship to God, who is our Father. . .” 


p. 7—“It now becomes possible to define the rela- 
tion of Church and Scripture. The believing 
community which witnesses to the event of revela- 
tion came into being before the written word was 
produced. The Scripture was written by those 
who stood within the inner life of the Church 
as they told of the event and interpreted its 
meaning. It came out of the believing community 
which through the power of the Holy Spirit un- 
derstood the significance of revelation. And like- 
wise the Church made the canon . , . But we must 
understand that neither Church nor Scripture is 
primary. Both Church and Scripture witness to 
the revelation event. Scripture and Church exist 
as witnesses to the events of revelation and the 
living God who makes Himself known in the rev- 
elation events uses both Church and Scripture as 
instruments through which He calls men.” (Italics 
ours.) 


PAGE 6 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MARCH 22, 1961 


re er ey SESE 


1 ae 


Sines 





























ly: 


ely 
on, 
en 
bly 
ac- 
rit- 
ns- 
th- 
er- 
ret 


la- 
es, 


1). 
he 
In- 
la- 


2SS 
ac- 
1b- 
ild 


th 
le 











eRe or enemeremnem + 
lle AR lat aa. 


eee ete Hy tee 


ee wn Ste eee an ae 





TOA een Aaa eR 8 


———— 


a a a A RR A ARI ise Deen 


> 









only be noted, in passing, that the 
Church is described in the same lan- 
guage used to describe the Bible. 
Neither is revelation proper. Both 
are witness and instrument of revela- 
tion. 


BIBLE DISTINGUISHED 
FROM REVELATION 


The immediate effect of this theory 
of revelation is to distinguish the Bi- 
ble from God’s actual self-disclosure, 
which is then viewed as something else 
and apart. 


This view tends to substitute the 
idea that the Bible CONTAINS the 
Word of God for the idea that the Bi- 
ble IS the Word of God. For you 
cannot easily say that the Bible IS 
the Word of God if it is not itself 
revelation but only a witness to revela- 
tion. 


The effect, quite obviously, is to di- 
minish the authority and the place of 
the Bible in religious experience and 
therefore in Christian Education. 
Then, wherever something or someone 
else can be found which is also a proper 
“witness” and “instrument” of God’s 
grace, this thing or person may be in- 
troduced as a legitimate factor in re- 
ligious experience and therefore in 
Christian Education. 


At this point we may ask ourselves, 
why was this novel view of revelation 
conceived? 


One never knows, of course, the 
personal motives of others. But judg- 
ing from the result it is possible to 
suggest two reasons for this theory. 


In the first place, it is a theory that 
allows for mistakes in the Bible — 
and some Christians are greatly per- 
turbed about the possibility of error 
in Scripture. They believe the Bible 
contains mistakes and yet they be- 
lieve that it also contains the truth 
of God, and they feel they must come 
up with a theory which will allow the 
Book to contain the truth of God and 
also to contain mistakes. 


You see, if the Bible is taken as only 
a human witness to revelation, then 
it becomes possible to view revelation 
itself as infallible no matter how 
many errors the witness may make. 
Thus God can be true while, at the 
same time, those reporting Him can 
make mistakes. Of course the problem 
then arises: if the authors of Scrip- 
ture made mistakes, who is to know 
when they were telling the truth and 
when they were in error? The answer 





to that problem (according to this 
theory) is that revelation CON- 
TINUES, as today’s witnesses better 
interpret the will of God than those 
who interpreted it centuries ago. 


The second possible reason for the 
theory is partially an extension of the 
last remark just made. If the view 
of the Bible as the infallible Word of 
God can be avoided, then parts of the 





Glossary of Terms 
(The Historic Definitions) 


REVELATION — The self-disclosure 
of God; God’s showing Himself. More 
properly, that which God has shown 
or disclosed. God REVEALED Him- 
self to the child, Samuel, when He 
called and Samuel answered, “Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth” (1 Sam. 
3:10). And what God said to Samuel, 
foretelling a “mighty act,” was a REV- 
ELATION. 


INSPIRATION — The work of the 
Holy Spirit revealing God’s ways and 
will to the writers of Scripture. The 
word means “breathed into” and one 
is reminded of the story of Creation, 
when God “breathed into” man the 
breath of life and he became a living 
soul. Paul says, “All Scripture is 
given by INSPIRATION of God...” 
(Il Tim. 3:16), and the Catechism 
says, “Holy men spake as they were 
moved (INSPIRED) by the Holy 
Ghost.” It is INSPIRATION that 
makes a writing a REVELATION. 


ILLUMINATION — The work of the 
Holy Spirit enlightening and explain- 
ing God’s ways and will to every Chris- 
tian. What the Holy Spirit does to 
disclose God’s will to us today is prop- 
erly termed ILLUMINATION. That 
is, ILLUMINATION is the contem- 
porary equivalent of INSPIRATION. 
Not a new disclosure is involved, but 
the understanding of an old. 


NOTE: So far as the Christian religion 
is concerned, we assume that REVE- 
LATION is no more. We no longer 
speak of REVELATION or of IN- 
SPIRATION, and the Westminster 
Confession (1. 1.) explicitly declares 
that God’s former manner of making 
Himself known has ceased. There is 
no further REVELATION, or contin- 
uing REVELATION. There is, how- 
ever, further ILLUMINATION and 
continuing ILLUMINATION as the 
Holy Spirit enables us better and bet- 
ter to interpret the will of God al- 
ready disclosed. 
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Bible can be declared no longer bind- 
ing (if they ever were). Thus a 
clear teaching of Scripture (on divorce, 
or capital punishment, or something 
else) can be declared obsolete on the 
grounds that those witnesses of revela- 
tion supplied a less perfect interpreta- 
tion of the will of God than modern 
witnesses (the Church today), as reve- 
lation continues! 


EFFECT ON THE CURRICULUM 


The possible effect of this view of 
revelation on the curriculum, of course, 
is obvious. 


The Bible — if considered only an 
interpretation — will not be treated 
with the reverence traditionally ac- 
corded it and may even be relegated 
to a position of less and less import- 
ance in Christian Education. Other 
sources may be suggested for study: 
the experience and testimony of the 
Church, the modern, existential situa- 
tion, and the like. 


“If taken only as an interpretation 
of revelation, the text of the Bible 
may ultimately lose its intrinsic in- 
tegrity. And the important thing may 
become the teacher’s understanding of 
the Bible’s interpretation of revelation 
(informed by his own spiritual in- 
sights and material from other 
sources). By the time the lesson gets 
to the student, of course, it will be a 
teacher’s understanding of a witness’ 
interpretation of a revelation of God: 
third-hand information. 


But that’s not all! Some of the Bib- 
lical writers were not themselves ac- 
tual witnesses of revelation. Luke, 
for instance, may not have actually 
known the Lord Jesus in the flesh. 
In this case, the Sunday School teacher 
has only a witness’ understanding of 
another witness’ interpretation of the 
event itself — fourth-hand informa- 
tion by the time it gets to the student! 


UNTRUE TO THE FACTS 


The most important thing that can 
be said about the view of revelation 
contained in the “foundation” papers 
is that it contradicts the plain facts. 


God has disclosed Himself, occa- 
sionally, in “mighty acts.”” But He has 
also disclosed Himself explicitly in 
propositional truths: the “abstract 
principles” which the “foundation” pa- 
pers deny. 


What is the Golden Rule but an 
abstract principle? What is the Great 





1961 






Commandment but a_ propositional 


truth? What of Jesus’ saying: “A 
new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one an- 
other?” 


What of John’s precept: “He that 
saith he is in the light and hateth 
his brother, is in darkness even until 
now. He that loveth his brother abid- 
eth in the light .. .” Is this not a 
principle forever binding? 


——— er eines, 


“ALL SCRIPTURE #4 


IS INSPIRED 
BY GOD...” 


T TIM. 3:16 
eae TUM. 3: 


ee 









What of the Ten Commandments? 


Then, what of the instructions given 


before the Passover in Egypt, a revela- 
tion before the 
death of the first-born of the Egyp- 
tians? 

Scripture 
mation was 
act” of God. 
the night was one of these. 
Lord told the two disciples they would 
“find a man carrying a pitcher of wa- 


“mighty act” of the 


There are many places in 
where propositional infor- 
given before a “mighty 

Samuel’s experience in 


Our 
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view 
“foundation” 


It is hard to comprehend how the 
in the 
papers could have been 


of revelation contained 


; and Peter was told in a vision 
to have respect unto gentiles before 
the Holy Spirit demonstrated their ac- 
ceptance. 


conceived. For there is nothing in 
Scripture or in the Church’s testimony 
to support such a theory. 


God has revealed Himself, indeed. 
He made known His ways unto Moses, 
His acts unto the children of Israel, 
He made Himself known in the Person 
and Work of Jesus Christ. He also 
made Himself known in the testimony 
of the prophets and the apostles in a 
manner in which He has not made 
Himself known since. 


Scripture IS the Word of God. What 
Moses and Isaiah wrote IS revelation, 
whether there be any to concur. As 
Peter testified, they often did not 
themselves understand the meaning of 
what they wrote: “The prophets . 
searching what, or what manner of 
time the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ 
and the glory that should follow” (I 
Pet. 1:10-11). 

(Cont. on p. 23, col. 1) 





Two Serious Enrors 


The curriculum planners have 
said: “Scholars of high caliber are 
seeking an understanding of the 
nature of the human self and recog- 
nizing the unique qualities that set 
man apart from all other creatures 

. . In the theological and Biblical 
revival of our times and in the new 
trends in psychological research we 
have become aware of a mandate 
to our Church to strike out coura- 
geously to rethink (our) educational 
philosophy. — “Basic Presupposi- 
tions and Guiding Principles for the 
Educational Work of the Church.” 


The religious philosophy which 
“scholars of high caliber’ have 
worked out and sent down for cur- 
riculum planners of the Presbyter- 
ian Church, U. S., to use — echoes 
of which appear in the “founda- 
tion” papers — contains two serious 
errors. From these, all other mis- 
takes or mis-emphases derive: 


I. That revelation is an act of 
God in an event of history and not 
the disclosure of precepts, 
ciples or propositions. 


prin- 


This error makes the writers of 
Scripture interpreters of revelation 
but not recipients of revelation. It 
does away with the Christian doc- 


trine of inspiration (“holy men 


spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost’) and replaces it with 
the Christian doctrine of illumina- 
(the enlightenment of our 
minds and hearts in the knowledge 
of God’s will and ways). 


tion 


By reducing the authority of 
Scripture from that of a revelation 
to that of an illumination (a wit- 
ness or testimony concerning revela- 
tion) this view perpetuates the pro- 
cess, formerly considered to have 
stopped, of God’s self-disclosure, 
for Christians are truly illumined 
today, as always, by the Holy Spirit. 
The illumination of Scripture writ- 
ers being understood in terms ap- 
plicable to illumination today, the 
Church is therefore enabled to con- 
sider itself also qualified to inter- 
pret and apply the will of God in 
precepts and principles just as the 
writers of Scripture did. Thus the 
next error, following: 


II. That revelation is a contin- 
uing thing, not a closed chapter in 
the history of God’s dealings with 
men. 


In the “‘foundation” papers reve- 
lation is said to consist of the 
“mighty acts” of God. It does not 
include the written explanation of 
His acts, His will and His ways in 


precepts and principles. Therefore, 
the authoritative understanding and 
interpretation of His acts is said to 
have continued just as His acts 
have also continued. 


No one would deny that God is at 
work as the “foundation” papers 
suggest. And if this work continues 
to reveal His will to us then no 
one would deny that revelation con- 
tinues. And if Scripture is only 
an interpretation of God’s works 
under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, then any authentic interpre- 
tation of God’s works today under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
should possess a similar authority. 
Thus the living Church today might 
be accredited as “witness and in- 
strument” of revelation. 

But these views are mistaken. 
Revelation is not just (or even most- 
ly) the acts of God. By the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, holy men 
wrote, being moved in a unique 
manner, with the result that the Bi- 
ble IS revelation. 


To establish this as a fact is to 
fix authority where it belongs and 
cireumscribe any curriculum of 
Christian Education with the safe- 
guards necessary for effective com- 
munication between God and man. 
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U. S., at Dallas, April 27 - May 2. 


I. Boar 


A. Annuities and Relief 


The Board of Annuities and Relief 
reports: 


—Total assets of the Minister’s An- 
nuity Fund at $29,542,477, up $2,- 
611,016 during 1960, and $4,168,713 
paid to 1,554 annuitants since 1940. 


-165 ministers joining the Fund in 
1960, bringing the number in active 
service to 3,135, a net increase of 74 
in the year. 


—Total annuitants as of Dec. 31, 1960: 
364 ministers, 424 widows and 97 
orphans. 


-Ministerial relief funds assisting 505 
persons to the extent of $506,645.72 
in the year. 


—Increased life insurance (from $4,- 
000 to $5,000) for ministers and other 
increases in coverage for covered per- 
sonnel, plus offering additional group 
policies of up to $5,000. 


—Service in a total of seven fields 
of annuities and insurance. 


The Board includes in its recommen- 
dations: 


—The implication (from a 1953 As- 
sembly recommendation) that the 
Book of Church Order forbids placing 
a Call into the hands of a minister 
who does not participate in the Min- 
ister’s Annuity Fund program. (One 
or two Presbyteries have lately passed 
rules to this effect.) It is recommend- 
ed that Presbyteries take steps to 
force their ministers to join, if they 
do not presently belong. 


—The suggestion (again from 1953) 
that Ministerial Relief Funds (Joy 
Gift funds) will not be paid to min- 
isters or to their widows who do not 
participate in the MAF. 


-The suggestion that Presbyteries 
should not receive ministers from oth- 


A summary of business coming before the 101st 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 


er denominations that do not have pen- 
sion systems, if the minister is of 
such an age that he will not build an 
adequate annuity in the Presbyterian 
Church. 


Notes — In our opinion the recomenda- 
tions designed to keep ministers out 
of Presbyterian pulpits unless they be- 
long to the Annuity Fund constitute 
a sort of “union closed shop” which 
To say that the official 
pension program must be supported 
in order to become a minister of the 
And 


(which are 


is unwise. 


Gospel most arbitrary. 
to say that relief funds 


not a part of the required Annuity 


seems 


assets) will not be paid to ministers 
or their widows who do not belong to 
the Annuity program seems indefen- 
sible. We also question the right to 
refuse the admission of a minister 
from another denomination if he 
doesn’t come with adequate retirement 
benefits. The Annuity Fund already 
has its critics. To put these provisions 
into effect will most certainly multiply 


their number. 





B. Church Extension 


Included in the report of the Board 
of Church Extension is the following: 


—A call to remembrance that the ma- 
jor emphasis this year is Evangelism. 
In this connection the Division of Evan- 
gelism reports that the Cavalcade pro- 
gram in October, 1960, met with great 
success in some areas, modest success 
in others, some indifference. The De- 
partment hopes “that the Presbyterian 
Mission to the Nation may be a signifi- 
cant movement by the Church to re- 
cover the Biblical dimension of Evan- 
gelism.” 


—The Division of Home Missions re- 
ports the support of 594 workers in 
59 presbyteries serving 735 churches. 
A total of 32 projects in 24 presby- 
teries were aided with a total of $195,- 
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d Reports 


647 in special appropriations. Of 
these, 18 were for new churches, the 
balance for improvements in older 
churches. In addition, 25 loans were 
authorized, totaling $349,175. 


—The Church Location Department 
mentions the addition of James M. 
Earhart as assistant to Hal Hyde, and 
calls on the Church to make full use 
of the department in order to keep up 
with the tremendous increase (13 mil- 
lion since 1940) in the population of 
the South. 


—The Department of Architecture 
speaks of the retirement of the Rev. 
O. V. Caudill, and his replacement as 
head of the department with the Rev. 
James L. Doom. Most of the work 
of the Department is now being done 
through correspondence, printed ma- 
terials and library services. 


—The Town and Country Church De- 
partment reports a total of some 10 
institutes and seminars across the 
Church. The Larger Parish program 
continues to expand with the addition 
of three new Larger Parishes within 
the past year. 


—The Negro Work Department men- 
tions the Women’s Birthday gift to 
Stillman College in the amount of 
$182,372. The rest of the report 
summarizes progress in Negro Work 
since 1891 when the Assembly first 
established a Committee on Colored 
Evangelism. 


—The Department of Chaplains re- 
ports 49 Chaplains on active duty, 14 
in the Army, 14 in the Air Force, 14 
in the Navy and 7 in the V. A. 


—The Division of Homes and Chris- 
tian Welfare, which is just beginning 
its operations, reports mostly a sur- 
vey of the entire field of Child Care 
and Care for the Aged. For the first 
time the Church has a facility for 
emotionally disturbed children (Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery); for mentally re- 
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tarded 
and a full-time nursing home (Sweet- 
water, Tenn., church). 


children (Louisiana Synod) ; 





C. Historical 
Foundation 


The Historical Foundation in Mon- 
treat: 


—Reports several valuable new acces- 
sions, including the Sessional records 
of the Danville, Va., First Church, da- 
ting back to 1826; and the diaries of 
the Rev. Alexander Sprunt and that 
of Dr. W. H. Venable. A copy of the 
1612 edition of Calvin’s Institutes was 
purchased from a dealer in Europe. 


—Indicates that increasing numbers of 
persons are using the Foundation for 
research from both faculty and stu- 
dent groups. 


—Urges individual ministers as well 
as churches to consider placing their 
papers and correspondence in the Foun- 
dation. 





D. Presbyterian 
Foundation 


—Under the Presidency of Philip F. 
Howerton and the direction of John 
R. Cunningham, the Foundation re- 
ports that it is now administering some 
59 legacies and has total assets of $2,- 
790,716. Income from these legacies 
is being distributed to some 34 bene- 
ficaries (Note: including the Presby- 
terian Journal). 





E. Presbyterian School 
of Christian 
Education 


—The General Asssembly’s training 
school for lay workers reports a total 
present enrollment of 127, of whom 34 
are men. Graduates in 1960 totalled 
61 men and women. 


—wWith regret but with pride the school 
mentions the loss to the faculty of 
Dr. Rachel Henderlite who will devote 
her full time to the Curriculum Im- 
provement Program. 


—Henceforth the Master of Arts in 
Biblical education will require an abil- 
ity to do Greek exegesis. 





F. American Bible 
Society 


—Reports that in 1960 the American 
churches gave a total of $1,001,744 
to the Society for translating, publish- 
ing, distributing the Scriptures through 
the Society. 


—In 1960 the Society circulated a 
record total of more than 23 million 
volumes of Scripture. 





G. Women’s Work 


Answers to a questionnaire distribut- 
ed during 1960 showed: 


—Over three fourths of the 3,000 
churches reporting had less than 150 
women on the church rolls and over 
half had less than 50 women. 








—The number of circles is increasing 
as churches discover the value of smal- 
ler circles. 


~A unanimous opinion that study of 
the Bible is the primary purpose of 
the circle. 


—Half the 11,000 circles reporting 
meet in the evening. Next largest 
number meet in the morning, smallest 
number in the afternoon. 


—The women believe the General Pro- 
grams to be informative and some think 
them inspirational but fewer think 
them really interesting. (In the opin- 
ion of the Board it is possible that 
“the presentation of the ‘total Church 
program’ has become a vague general- 
ity and does not link the women to 
something vital.’’) 


According to at least one synodical 
president, after she had studied the 
compilations of evaluations from the 
Presbyterial presidents: “The most 
heartening thing about the work is the 
growing interest and participation in 
individual Bible study. Some are still 
resisting but the enthusiasm is won- 
derful where they have tried group 
study.” 


The Board indicates that the general 
consensus of opinion seems to be that 
changing the program year to begin 
October 1 was a good move. 


—Announces that four young women 
from sister churches in Germany, Ja- 
pan and Mexico are studying at Pres- 
byterian School of Christian Education, 
Richmond, on scholarships from the 
Friendship Fund of the Women of the 
Church. 








SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 


T. A. Freeman, W. F. Wadsworth, Douglas W. Hix. 
J. M. Thomas, Philip Sadler, B. T. Quillen. 


Ben F. Ormand, Jr., W. C. Cooper, G. Aiken Taylor. 
Donald McKenzie, C. L. Newland, Sam R. Patton. 


Earl M. Miller, Jr., John I. Rhea, Ferguson Wood, 


Thomas Rhea. 


J. D. Wininger, Dick Beeson, Bradley Ward, R. 


Thomas Beaty. 


Principal Commissioners,Dallas Assembly, 4eingdon 
Elders: 
SYNOD OF ALABAMA Asheville 
Birmingham Ministers: 
Ministers: Edward V. Ramage, James J. Alexander, Alexander Elders: 
Henry. y Holston 
Elders: William M. Keller, Erskine Vandegrift, Sr., Charles Ministers: 
E. Culverhouse, Jr. 
Central Alabama Elders: 
Ministers: G. E. Penson. 
Elders: R. T. Goodwin. Knoxville 
East Alabama Ministers: 
Ministers: J. Calvin Chesnutt, Joseph C. Whitner, James E. 
Graham. Elders: 
Elders: C. G. Smith, Hulyn Nolin, Winston Smith. 
Mobile 
Ministers: Henry Lewis Smith, John M. Crowell. 
Elders: David A. Hemphill, Samuel H. Williams. East Arkansas 
North Alabama Ministers: 
Ministers: William S. Talmage, E. G. Sheppard, Wm. C. Elders: 
Robinson. Ouachita 
Elders: C. M. Jesperson, James J. Simmons, Ralph M. Ministers: 
Langford. Elders: 
Tuscaloosa Washburn 


Ministers: Charles E. Allen, Oliver N. Hamby. 


Elders: R. H. Kirksey, Ralph M. Lyon. 
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Ministers: 
Elders: 


John G. Barton, Joe H. § 
H. W. McMillan, James H. Pilkington. 


John E. Stauffer, John H. McKinnon, Lachlan C 
Vass, Jr., John H. Thompson, Jr., Richard P. Keeton 
R. B. Boyd, W. 
Mack Blackburn, Ted Oldenburg. 


SYNOD OF ARKANSAS 


D. Davies, Richard W. Parker, T. 


W. L. McColgan, Hugh Alexander. 
J. B. Abraham, Earnest Dooley. 


pooner. 


Marion A. Boggs, Gary Hoffius. 
S. W. Bowker, Grainger Williams. 
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Belk’s bright and shining. 
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of the people, for the people. 


The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 
self” might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 


was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 


So, all who made 


up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That's why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 


an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 
and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


| 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, 8. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
eee Store 
ey 

. Smith, Tier. -Prop. 
nd eae Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
a, 1 
iy rly , 

. Lyles, 4 -Prop. 


} a Holmes, “Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, 8. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, 8. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
BE. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, 
F. B. Hagins, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, 8S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, 8. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
— Ss. C. 

. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s . om Store 
—= N. 

. E. Smith, . aa -Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
| a ge Co. 


5. A. Siecaskil, Mgr.-Prop. 
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EDITORIALS 


For an Even Greater Improvement 


The study and writing program 
which will eventually lay before the 
Church an entirely new curriculum 
of Sunday School (and other) litera- 
ture has been called, by its develop- 
ers, an “improvement” program. 


We are persuaded there will be an 
improvement over the present litera- 
ture. That is all to the good. 


But we are also persuaded that the 
intricate coordination between the cur- 
riculum planners of this denomination, 
those of other denominations engaged 
in similar projects, and the central au- 
thority for all things new in Christian 
Education — the National Council of 
Churches — is likely to eventuate in 
some interesting and novel ideas with- 
in the Sunday School (and other) lit- 
erature prepared for use by the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. — if every- 
body concerned isn’t very careful. It 
has already eventuated in some in- 
teresting and novel ideas within the 
“foundation” papers which are sup- 
posed to be guides for the new cur- 
riculum. 


We have remarked that the curricu- 
lum planners are persons of integrity 


The NCC Leads... 

Not long ago the United Church of 
Christ’s Council for Christian Social 
Action adopted a resolution calling on 
the nation’s 500,000 migratory work- 
ers to organize themselves into trade 
unions as the only way to achieve “‘eco- 
nomic justice and human self-respect.”’ 


There was more to the resolution. 
However, we are not here interested 
in the merits of the case, we are in- 
terested in the train of cimcumstances 
which prompted that particular reso- 
lution. It originated within an office 
of the National Council of Churches 
and was sent down to the denomina- 
tions in a form so strong that not even 
the San Francisco General Assembly 
itself was willing officially to adopt 
the original form. 


Last fall (Nov. 16) we commented 
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and of good sense. When convinced 


they are mistaken — or an improve- 
ment can be made — or the Church 
will not concur — they have indicated 


more than a willingness to be governed 
accordingly. 


The four special issues of the Jour- 
nal of which this is the second are 
designed to acquaint the constituency 
of the Church with the characteristics 
of the new curriculum to date — ata 
time when the Church is being en- 
couraged to study the “foundation” 
papers and become informed. We hope 
and trust that a great many people 
will order these “foundation” papers 
from the nearest Presbyterian Book 
Store (especially Nos. I—V, at 35c 
apiece) and study them carefully. 


Then we hope that Presbyterians 
who have become properly informed 
will react, by mail or in any other 
way, towards anyone they know en- 
gaged in Christian Education: from 
Sunday School superintendent to the 
new curriculum writers (see Journal, 
Feb. 8, p. 19). See that they get a copy 
of these issues of the Journal (10c 
apiece, all four for 25c). 





The ae Risllow 


on the bulletin issued by the Division 
of Home Missions of the National 
Council of Churches, which in the 
name of organized religion called for 
(1) the abolition of Public Law No. 78 
under which Mexican nationals are 
imported as migrant laborers; (2) an 
increase in foreign aid to the Mexican 
government to compensate for the loss 
of income which will follow the expira- 
tion of Public Law No. 78; (3) the 
union organization of the migratory 
workers. 


Now that bulletin from the Home 
Missions Division of the NCC was not 
an official action of the NCC. Had 
it been challenged, the NCC would 
have replied that the bulletin was is- 
sued “for study only.” The General 
Assembly, meeting in San Francisco, 
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adopted a much milder resolution as 
its “official” action. 


But you see the damage 
anyhow, whether officially or unof- 
ficially. An agency of the NCC au- 
thored and published a bulletin for the 
guidance of the Churches. And now 
at least one of the Churches — the 
United Church of Christ — has made 
the substance of the bulletin (not the 
official action taken by the Assembly) 
its own official action. 


was done 


Thus does the NCC guide and direct 
the religious life of the nation. 





Starving Missions 


It is an open secret that some of 
the Missions of our far-flung mission- 
nary enterprise have petitioned the 
Board of World Missions not to ex- 
pand the work any more, on the 
grounds that the present work is not 
being adequately supported. Other 
Missions are actively considering such 
a step. 


In plain language this means that 
the Missions seriously doubt the wis- 
dom of sending out any more mission- 
aries (even those available) and at 
least one Mission has flatly asked th: 
Board not to send any more beyond 
those immediately available. 


The work to which the Missions are 
already committed is, to all practical 
purposes starving now. 


Why should such a deplorable sit- 
uation develop in our World Missions 
enterprise? Simply because the giv- 
ing of the Church to World Missions 
has sharply and steadily fallen off. 
Dollar-wise the amount has risen, but 
whereas the total giving of the Church 
has multiplied, the giving to Missions 
has barely crawled up while expenses 
have multiplied. Not too long ago 
thirty and forty percent of benev- 
olences went to Missions, but now five 
to ten percent is a good average for 
most presbyteries. 

Why have people slacked up in their 
giving to For one thing 
some leaders of the Church work cov- 
ertly and openly to reduce the appro- 
priations to Missions. We have per- 
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sonally heard ministers on the floor of 
Presbytery contend that entirely too 
much money is being allocated to Mis- 
ions by the Church at large. But such 
in attitude does not reflect on the de- 
mands of the Missions enterprise: it 
reflects on those who hold to such an 


attitude. For coolness towards Mis- 
sions indicates one thing only: a low 
spiritual temperature. 


So there is the reason why World 
Missions is in trouble: the low spirit- 
ual temperature of the Church. It 

gradually becoming evident that 
the Church may be in serious danger of 
eventual spiritual bankruptcy, what 
with the growing influence of 
modern radical theologies and prac- 
When a human body is sick, 
the first symptom is a change in tem- 
perature. When a Church begins to 
get spiritually ill the first symp- 
toms appear in benevolence giving — 
and the first of benevolences to suf- 
fer is Missions. 


tices. 





The Great Work 


The Sunday School has always 
got the rag, tag and bobtail of 
time. We must convince our 
church people that Christian edu- 


eation is the great work of the 
Church. We must provide an ade- 
quate curriculum. And the min- 


ister has got to be the leader—Dr. 
Gerald E. Knoff. 











How Good a City? 


What constitutes a good convention 
9 


city? 

Business people throughout the na- 
tion are paying particular attention 
these days to the prospects of increas- 
ing their tourist and convention busi- 
Vigorous campaigns are being 
waged to attract more visitor dollars 
into the economy. 


ness 


To provide more attraction, one 
city has just built a $6 million conven- 
tion auditorium. Just as it was com- 
pleted local law enforcement officers 
cracked down on the illegal liquor 
business, 


A national magazine com- 
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FILTERED INFILTRATION 


There 


abolish the House Un-American Activi- 


is a growing movement to 


ties Committee. Many prominent 
churchmen are lending their names 
to this movement. Needless to say 


the Communists advocate 


such action. 


earnestly 


There are several questions which 
should be asked, and for which satis- 
factory answers are required. 


First, why do the abolitionists insist 
that the House Un-American Activities 
Committee violates the constitutional 
rights of free citizens? It should be 
noted that the constitution never grant- 
ed to any citizen the right to sub- 
versive activities. It should be furth- 
er noted that no citizen has a right to 
hide behind the constitution while he 
plans the destruction of the govern- 
ment which protects his freedom. 
Furthermore, no organization is work- 
ing within constitutional guarantees 
when subservient to a foreign power. 


The second question is — Why the 
implacable hatred of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee? The 
reason for this hatred rests squarely 
in the fact that this Committee has 
labled “Communist-front” and 
“Subversive” a number of organiza- 
tions which mask behind various high- 
sounding, altruistic and even patriotic 
names. This hatred stems from the 
fact that a number of prominent, well- 
meaning and respectable citizens have 
permitted the use of their names as 
“sponsors,” or in some other way have 
permitted these organizations to iden- 
tify their names with the movement. 


as 


’ 


When these movements have been 
exposed for their left-wing (or worse) 
activities it would seem that those 


mented that the citizens were moan- 
ing because they were “perfectly well 
aware that few conventions can get 
off the ground on hot air alone.” 


Then there’s another city, smaller 
but well-located, that once had a “con- 
vention city” reputation. It elected 
a reform candidate for mayor who ac- 
tually cleaned up the vice. Now this 
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who have been victimized would im- 
mediately demand that their names be 
removed from the sponsoring group. 


To demand the abolition of the ex- 
posing agency of our government is 
a strange reaction. It is comparable 
to the accusing of a fire brigade of 
arson, or demanding the removal of 
a fire house as a public nuisance. 


Finally, the question should be asked, 
why and how have so many good peo- 
ple gotten involved in activities in- 
stigated and directed by the Com- 
munist apparatus? 


We believe the answer is — filtered 
infiltration. 


What do we mean by this term? 
Let us illustrate: 


A button is pushed in Moscow — a 
dedicated Communist in this country 
gets the signal — word is passed on 
to fellow-travellers — a liberal the- 
ologian senses a “noble humanitarian 
purpose” and takes up the issue — 
well-meaning but confused Christians 
get the impulse (now filtered through 
a series of witting and unwitting 
dupes) and the cry is on. This fil- 
tered infiltration maintains the ob- 
jective of the button pushing in Mos- 
cow but the origin of the movement 
is completely obscured. 


America’s danger does not lie in 
the direction of the occasional fanatic 
who subversion behind every 
Rather it lies with that 
small, dedicated and disciplined group 
which takes its orders from Moscow, 
and with the dupes who foolishly try 
to protect them in the name of “lib- 
erty.” 


sees 
lamppost. 


community doesn’t attract some of 
the delegates who once wouldn’t think 
of missing a meeting there. 


A question comes to mind: If (and 
it’s a mighty big “‘if”) a city must have 
these conditions to be a good conven- 
tion center, is it willing to put up 
with them for the extra dollars that 
come from conventions? 
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Surren der To Fear 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: The following 
editorial, winner of a 1960 Freedom 
Foundation award, first appeared in 


the May 25, 1960, JOURNAL.) 


One of the most ominous spectacles 
of recent years took place when 70,- 
000 Britons converged on London’s 
Trafalgar Square to protest against 
the H-bomb. 


That there was a generous infusion 
of crack-pots, professional pacifists 
and hangers on in the crowd goes 
without saying. But there were also 
a number of prominent citizens in- 
cluding some church leaders. 


The heart - searching problem is 
that these people represent a growing 
segment within the Western world 
who have chosen for themselves a 
hoped-for security rather than free- 
dom; potential Russian domination 
rather than resistance to the ideology 
of Communism at any cost; a fancied 
“safety” rather than resistance; the 
surrender of ideals, often bought at 
tremendous cost, in the face of con- 
flict for that which is right. 


Some novelists, churchmen and oth- 
ers are advocating the same course. 
Seeing the growing might of Russia 
they ask for negotiations with Russia 
on the best obtainable terms — but 
above all, negotations to save the 
world from atomic death. 


This evidence of the lost soul of 
the world is depressing. No longer 
are ideals worth dying for. No long- 
er is righteousness more precious than 
life itself. No longer should men con- 
template taking a stand against evil 
if such a stand jeopardizes their 
precious hides. 


This moral decay; this obsession 
for peace at any price; this philosophy 
which would have emptied the arenas 
of the first Christian century and sent 
the “Christians” scurrying for obser- 
vation seats far removed from the 
lions; this desire for peace and com- 


fort bought at the price of principle, 
depicts a moral and spiritual sickness 
which, if unchecked, will lead the 
world into slavery. 


But do we deserve anything else? 
We in America are so obsessed with 
ease, luxury, entertainment, “gracious 
living,” escapism through diversion, 
sex and money that we are neglecting 
the things from which courage, pa- 
triotism and convictions come. We 
may not have reached the stage of 
hysterical fear to be found in some 
countries close to Russia but we are 
increasingly prepared to compromise 
for the sake of a peace predicated on 
the hoped - for good will of a nation 
which has vowed to dominate the 
world. 


The Christian solution is one we 
hesitate to face. Greatness is a matter 
of the heart, the mind, the will, all 
centered in knowing and doing the 
will of Almighty God. A popular re- 
ligion which caters to comfort and 
peace has little of conviction at its 
core. Only too often the American 
pulpit is a reflection of those who sit 
in the pew an attitude of self con- 
gratulation that we have such a won- 
derful Santa Claus who gives us so 
much to enjoy. 








Minority Rights 

If the problem of Bible reading 
in the school is of deep significance 
to the minority parent, it would be- 
hoove him to remove his child from 
that school and enter him in a school 
where the Bible readings please 
him. To eliminate the readings en- 
tirely for the gratification of a few 
is not democratic although it must 
be admitted that in recent years it 
is becoming increasingly difficult 
to maintain even a modicum of 
rights for the majority in other mat- 
ters also.—Delray Beach, Fla. News- 
Journal. 











DR. L. NELSON BELL 


Most depressing of all is the confu- 
sion of reformation with regeneration. 
Many religions offer some forms and 
avenues of self reformation but only 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ demands 
confession, repentance and a new 
heart through faith in a Redeemer. A 
study of much that goes for “Chris- 
tianity” today reveals an absence of 
any conviction of, repentance for and 
recognition of sin as the heart-root of 
individual and world problems. We 
will accept Christ as an ethical teacher 
and social revolutionary but His blood- 
bought atonement on Calvary jars the 
esthetic sense and does violence to 
the concept of the innate goodness of 
man, so we bypass such old fashioned 
doctrines and turn to things more 
palpable to the human ego. 


And what happens? Having a form 
of godliness but denying the power 
thereof we substitute for the convic- 
tions born of faith in revealed truth 
a new religion which has little resem- 
blance to the faith which sent the dis- 
ciples out to evangelize their world 
and which has produced martyrs, pa- 
triots and saints with wills of iron 
stemming from convictions without 
compromise. 


We need a renewed vision of the 
city built without hands, eternal in 
the heavens; a city reserved for those 
who with humble hearts and convinced 
minds stand on the unalterable prin- 
ciples to be found in the Word of God 
— men and women bought with the 
blood of their Redeemer, to whom the 
will of a holy God is supreme law and 
from whom there proceeds those qual- 
ities of character which have in each 
generation produced men willing to 
buck the tide of popular opinion for 
the sake of ideals which have their 
roots in the eternal. 


To such the H-bomb has no terror. 
Their concern is that they may know 
and do the will of God — regardless 
of the cost. 
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By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 


LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


The lesson for today concludes our study of the Gospel of 
John. In the last two chapters of this Gospel we are told about 
They also tell how the disciples were 
restored to fellowship with Christ and commissioned by Him 
to proclaim the Gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
chapters cover three different time periods: (1) the day of Christ’s 
(20:26-31) ; 14-22 
All the events here described took 
place during the forty-day ministry of our Lord between His resur- 


the resurrection of Christ. 


resurrection (20:1-25); (2) eight days afterwards 
(3) some time later (21:1-25). 


rection and His ascension (see Acts 1:3). 


These concluding chapters manifest several rather 
striking characteristics. We notice: (1) How natural- 
ly the story is told. Nothing of the artificial is found 
here. There is a profound simplicity in the way John 
records what actually happened. (2) How gradually 
it dawned on the disciples that Christ was risen. Due 
to their spiritual blindness (20:9), they were slow to 
comprehend the fact, and the significance, of the resur- 
rection of their Lord. They acted like dazed and 
puzzled men. (3) How the Lord restored the disciples 
to fellowship. ‘They were in great spiritual need. 
They had abandoned the Lord (see Mark 14:50), and 
Peter had denied Him thrice. It was necessary, there- 
fore, for the Lord to restore the disciples, especially 
Peter, to full fellowship again. 


I. THE LESSON OUTLINED. 


1. The proof of the resurrection (20:1-30). In this 
section the conviction gradually comes to the dis- 
ciples that Christ is alive: 


a. The prelude: (faith still uncertain) (20:1-10). 
Three persons (Mary Magdalene, Peter, John) are 
mentioned in this section. All of these saw the tomb 
of Jesus empty; but apparently they did not immedi- 
ately connect the emptiness of the tomb with the fact 
of Christ’s resurrection. It is quite evident that “as 
yet they knew not the Scripture, that He must rise 
again from the dead” (20:9). John and Peter went 
to their homes; Mary stayed at the tomb and wept. 


b. The appearance to Mary (20:11-18). This is 
the same Mary out of whom seven demons had been 
cast (Luke 8:2). She accompanied Jesus on His last 
journey to Jerusalem; there she witnessed the cruci- 
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Bible Material: John 20—21 


These 
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Memory Selection: John 20:21 





fixion, first “afar off’ (Matt. 27:55), then at the foot 
of the Cross (John 19:25). The fact that the Lord 
Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9) 
is rather significant: a woman freed from the demons’ 
power was the first one to see Christ freed from Sa- 
tan’s power (cf. Acts 2:24; I John 3:8 Rev. 1:5, Ameri- 
can Version). It will be helpful to note the following 
things about Mary’s faith: 


Her faith was first troubled (v. 11). There are 
many times in the lives of God’s people when their 
faith is disturbed. We, like Mary, often weep be- 
cause we know not how to understand the things hap- 
pening to us. 


Her faith was then encouraged (vv. 12-14). God 
never allows His own to sink into despair. He always 
affords some succor and encouragement to the soul 
overwhelmed by grief. Mary looked into the tomb and 
saw it empty; she also saw the angels. She must have 
realized that something good had happened. 


Her faith was finally confirmed (vv. 15-16). Her 
mind was still dazed in the twilight zone of uncertainty. 
But when Jesus uttered her name, she knew immediate- 
ly that the One she had supposed to be the gardner was 
none other than her blessed Lord. 


Her faith was next instructed (v. 17). Jesus told 
her that her relationship to Him must be on a spiritual 
plane. The “touch me not” simply means that Jesus 
had not yet completed the translation mentioned in 
the words that follow. Later He encouraged Thomas 
to touch Him (vv. 20:27). 


Her faith was then transmitted (vv. 17-18). Christ 
commanded Mary to tell His “brethren” about His 
resurrection. Mary went immediately and declared to 
them the majestic words: “I have seen the Lord.” 


c. The appearance to the ten disciples (20:19-23) . 
Nothing is said here as to why Thomas was not present 
on this first occasion. Thomas, like many Christians 
today, stayed away from a prayer meeting because he 
didn’t expect anything to happen. But something did 
happen! Notice now: 





(1) The change in Christ (vv. 19-20). These verses 
tell a marvellous thing about Christ’s resurrected body: 


it was different and yet the same. His body, still bear- 
ing the marks of the crucifixion, could pass through 
closed doors. 


(2) The change in the disciples (vv. 21-23). A 
threefold change is indicated. First, from fear to glad- 
ness. The disciples were hiding in a closed room for 
fear of the Jews; now, having seen the Lord, they are 
glad. The very presence of our Lord dispels our fears. 
Second, from inwardness to outwardness of concern. 
No longer must they hide behind closed doors; they 
now had a mission to perform: “as the Father hath 
sent Me, even so send I you.” Third, from weakness 
to strength: “Receive ye the Holy Spirit.” You—My 
messengers — are empowered to provide the means 
(the Word) for the forgiveness of their sins (as Peter 
did at Pentecost Acts 2:37-42). 


d. The appearance to the ten 
us first look at verses 24 and 25. Here we see three 
things. (1) That Thomas was absent. As we have 
already indicated, no reason is given here why Thomas 
was not present when Christ appeared to the ten dis- 
ciples. Perhaps the unbelief that he was so soon to 
reveal had already begun to work in his soul. (2) The 
gladness of the ten: “We have seen the Lord!” What a 
difference, even today, between the assurance of believ- 
ers and the doubt of unbelievers. Our eves can still “see” 
the Lord by faith. (3) The disbelief of Thomas. Here 
was “doubting Thomas’—a man who dogmatically af- 
firmed that he would not believe unless he could see 
with his own eyes. Thomas here unwittingly stated 
the main argument advanced today by modern phil- 
osophy (for instance, by Hume) against miracles: a 
true violation of the natural order is so impossible to 
believe that no amount of human testimony will con- 
firm it. Thomas violently rejected the testimony of 
ten men whom he had personally known for at least 
three years. 


(20:24-29). Let 


Now let us look at verses 26 to 29. Here also we 
find three things. (1) Christ’s challenge to Thomas. 
This challenge was both positive (“Reach hither thy 
finger’) and negative (“be not faithless but believ- 
ing”). The positive approach appealed to Thomas’ 
physical being; the negative approach warned Thomas 
that his soul was coming under the power (“stop be- 
coming unbelieving” — reads the Greek) of unbelief. 
How many modern doubters need to take heed right 
here! (2) The confession of Thomas: “My Lord and 
my God.” This is perhaps the most profound and 
spontaneous expression of faith found in the New 
Testament. A doubting man exchanged his doubt for 
a convinced persuasion of Christ’s absolute deity. If 
Christ were only a man, the terms that Thomas used 
would be blasphemous; but Christ is all that Thomas 
affirmed, and He truly deserves these titles of deity. 
(3) Christ’s promise. The faith of Thomas, strong 
as it was, came by sight; Christ, however, makes those 
more “blessed” who have never seen Him and yet be- 
lieve. Thus we today who believe on the risen Lord 
are more “blessed” than doubting Thomas! 


e. The postlude (vv. 30-31). Here John, the writer 
of this Gospel, indicates two characteristics of his Gos- 
pel: (1) It is a selective record — a divine design con- 
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trols the selection of material (2) To show Jesus to be 
the Christ, The Son of God. It is a record with a savy- 
ing purpose — the whole book concerns our salvation 
(“that ye may believe’) . 


2. The power of the resurrection (21:1-25). In this 
section the casual and natural restoration of the dis- 
ciples to full fellowship with their Lord is drawn in 
unforgettable lines. There are three things that now 
engage our attention. 


a. The fishing episode (21:1-14). Here the story 
seems to suggest that the disciples, though obviously 
persuaded that Christ was alive, were ready to go 
back to their old trade of fishing. But somehow they 
got nothing from their trade until Christ came along 
and. told them where to fish. When they recognized 
Christ on the shore, they immediately went to Him. 
There they all ate a meal together (see Acts 10:41). 
But Christ had something more important for them 
than food for their stomachs. 


b. The interrogation of Peter (21:15-17). The 
deep anguish that the three questions of Christ 
brought to Peter can be seen fully only in the Greek. 
In His questions Christ used the stronger word for 
love (agapao) ; Peter responded with the weaker word 
for love (phileo). But the third time (reminding him 
of his threefold denial of Christ) really cut, because 
Christ actually used Peter’s weaker word. But Peter 
had sinned too grievously against his Lord; there was 
no easy way for him to be restored. Forgiveness is no 
light experience. Let us learn from Peter that the 
effect of our sins brings pain. 


c. A word about the future (21:18-25). Christ re- 
vealed to Peter the manner of his death. Thus Peter 
knew that he would die before the Lord returned (see 
II Pet. 1:14). John’s manner of death was left in the 
sovereign hand of his Lord. However, a rumor seems 
to have started (and it is here corrected) that John 
would live to see Christ’s return. 


This Gospel ends with a twofold witness: (1) the 
witness of the author himself; (2) the witness of others 
(“and we know that his witness is true”). John wrote 
as an actual eyewitness of the events which he so 
graphically and faithfully records. Though firmly 
rooted in history, this Gospel soars to greater spiritual 
heights than perhaps any other part of God’s entire 
revelation. 


II. The Memory Selection (20:21). 


Here we find two things: (1) the common Hebrew 
salutation among friends (“Peace be unto you”); (2) 
the commission of the disciples. In verse 21 there are 
two different words for “send.” The first one (apos- 
tello) means “to send with a commission.” The sec- 
ond one means simply “to send.” Christ was 
sent on an authoritative mission into this world of 
mankind. But each believer — whether he be a min- 
ister or laymen — is sent to testify the grace of God 
in Christ Jesus. 





When you know a thing, to hold that you know it; 
and when you do not know a thing, to allow that you 
do not know it; this is knowledge.—Confucius 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR APRIL 2, 1961 





Christ Is Risen 


NOTE TO PROGRAM LEADER: (This is to be 
altogether a worship program making use of Scripture 
and hymns. Its effectiveness will depend largely on 
how well it is planned. Be sure that the room where 
the meeting is held is neat and orderly. Distribute 
hymn books so that one is available for at least every 
two people. Ask the accompanist to become familiar 
with the hymns, and ask the readers to practice read- 
ing their Scripture passages until they can read them 
with intelligence and expression. Sing all stanzas of 
the hymns.) 


Call to Worship: (By Program Leader) . 


“O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make 
a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us 
come before His presence with thanksgiving, and make 
a joyful noise unto Him with psalms.” Psalm 95:1-2. 


Prayer. 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: This 
ought to be the happiest day of the Christian year. 
It is the day on which we celebrate Christ’s victory over 
sin and death. His victory was won not only for 
Himself, but for us as well. In our program today 
we are going to read and sing of this wonderful victory. 
From the Bible we shall hear the record of these events 
and the explanations of what they mean to us. After 
we hear the reading of each Scripture, we will sing the 
hymns which have been inspired by that particular 
Scripture. 


Matthew 26:36-45. 

Hymn: “’Tis Midnight and on Olive’s Brow.” 
Mark 15:15-38. 

Hymn: “There Is a Green Hill Far Away.” 
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Help Alleviate Human Suffering and Need Give Through Your Church 








in Fifty Countries of the World 
b are Being Assisted Through Our Church's 
> Ministry of Compassion in the Name of Christ. 


THE EASTER OFFERING 
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The “One Great Hour of Sharing” 


.. Ye Have Done It Unto Me.” 


THE HOMELESS 


THE HUNGRY 
THE SUFFERING 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID 
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KNow YOUR 
WESTMINSTER STANDARDS— 


Order Dr. J. B. Green’s 


A Harmony of 
The WESTMINSTER 
~ PRESBYTERIAN 

STANDARDS 


This helpful volume presents in parallel columns 
each article of the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, the Larger Catechism and the Shorter 
Catechism. Accompanying each article of faith 
is a reference to the book, chapter and verse of 
the Bible on which the statement is based. Dr. 
Green’s explanatory notes follow each chap- 


ter. $5. 


With each order for the “Harmony” the Journal 
will ship as a bonus these two helpful reprints: 


Tue CHRISTIAN FAITH 
ACCORDING To THE 
SHORTER CATECHISM 


By William Childs Robinson 
and 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
(A Manual for New Members) 


A compilation of articles by C. Gregg Singer, 
G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. Scott and B. Hoyt Evans. 


ORDER FROM 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 








Romans 1:16-17; I Corinthians 1:18 and Galatians 2:20, | 


Hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 


John 20:1-18. 
Hymn: “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done.” 


I Corinthians 15:20-22 and 50-58. 
Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” 


(To be read by Leader) — “Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing . . . 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power be unto 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever” (Revelation 5:i2-13). 


Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns.” 


Closing Prayer. 





GOOD BOOKS 
At Special Prices 


A list of many bargain volumes has been prepared 
by our book department and is available for the 
asking. Don’t miss this opportunity to get good 
books at reduced prices. Write today to— 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 








SAFE... 
GENEROUS ... 
ASSURED ... 


Income for you— 
Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays you an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- 
tection for you, the 
full amount is held 
by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
depending on your 
age, you can receive 
up to 7.4% per year 
—regardless of pre- 
vailing business con- 
ditions. Payments to 
you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
come for you, now, 
an outgo for Chris- 
tianity later. A gift 
of this nature will be 
a source of real satis- 
faction to you. 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


Write to 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 


BoARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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FINANCIAL PLANS MADE 
FOR COLLEGE OPERATION 


RALEIGH, N. C. — (PN) — An in- 
crease in tuition and additional gifts 
from alumni and friends will make up 
the Peace College deficit caused by 
withdrawal of financial support by the 
Presbyterian Synod of North Carolina, 
college officials have reported. 


Action increasing tuition fees for 
the 1961-62 school year was taken by 
the college’s Board of Managers as the 
board assumed operational control of 
the school. This was done because “it 
appears that the suit to determine 
First Presbyterian Church’s resump- 
tion rights will be in the court for an 
indeterminate time in the future.” 


The board also instructed Dr. W. C. 
Pressly, president of the college, to ac- 
cept student applications for the next 
school year and to employ teachers and 
other staff members. The current en- 
rollment is 301. The college has 
about 200 applications for next year 
and usually has only about 100 vacan- 
cies. 


Tuition for the next school year 
will be increased by $200 for boarding 
students and $150 for day students. 
The annual college operating cost is 
near $325,000, according to Dr. Press- 
ly, who said the synod had been con- 
tributing $28,000. 


The Board of Managers has no long- 
range plans for financing Peace. These 
will wait for the outcome of the case 
now in the court. The endowment of 
the school is $249,000. A _ suit is 
pending in the courts to determine the 
Raleigh First Presbyterian Church’s 
rights to resume control of the college. 
The synod has voted to merge Peace, 
Flora Macdonald College and Presby- 
terian Junior College to form the new 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College at 
Laurinburg, N. C. 





PATTON GOING ABROAD 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — The 
General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., has authorized its ex- 
ecutive secretary, Dr. James G. Patton, 
to attend the first World Ecumenical 
Consultation on Stewardship in Bossey, 
Switzerland, Aug. 21 through Sept. 6. 
The Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, 
near Geneva, is organizing the confer- 


JHE CHURCH AI HOME 


ence in cooperation with the Depart- 
ment on the Laity, Division of Ecu- 
menical Action, of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. Approximately 15 
participants will attend from North 
America, another 15 from Europe and 
Great Britain, and ten to 15 from 
“younger Church areas.” 





MORE DELEGATES NAMED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Stated Clerk 
James A. Millard, Jr., of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., has announced 
that nine fraternal delegates from 
“daughter” churches, six from other 
U. S. churches and three from other 
denominations are planning to attend 
the Dallas General Assembly. 


Those whose names have not been 
previously announced are: the Rev. 
Eishiro Takeda, an Osaka pastor, 
Church of Christ in Japan; Dr. Her- 
man L. Turner, moderator, United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.; 
Dr. Robert Lennox, moderator of the 
last General Assembly, Presbyterian 
Church in Canada; and Dr. Hugh A. 
McLeod, moderator of the Genera: 
Council, United Church of Canada. 





PREACHES AT P.J.C. 


MAXTON, N. C. — Religious Em- 
phasis Week, scheduled at Presbyterian 
Junior College March 13-17, featured 
the Rev. Hugh Reid Montgomery, pas- 
tor of the Glenwood church, Greens- 
boro. He spoke twice daily. 

















*THE DOG ? DON'T WORRY ABOUT. HIM, 
PARSON...NEVER BITES ANYONE UNLESS 
HES A SCOUNDREL .” 
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CHILDREN OF ORPHANAGE 
GET HOME AT MONTREAT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — What does an 
orphanage superintendent do with the 
62 people for whom he is responsible 
when the home’s central heating sys- 
tem konks out during the winter? For 
Superintendent Donald McKenzie, of 
the Presbyterian Home for Children 
at nearby Black Mountain, the answer 
came in the form of an invitation to 
move them to Montreat. 


The administration of the Assem- 
bly’s conference grounds offered to 
house and feed the home’s youngsters 
and staff members during the two 
weeks or so it took to replace the de- 
fective boiler and stoker. Mr. Mc- 
Kenzie promptly accepted after brief- 
ly considering the possibility of placing 
the children in private homes. 


Meals for the Montreat visitors were 
provided at cost in Assembly Inn, and 
all the home’s personnel were quar- 
tered at Fellowship Hall. They 
brought some of their coal for heating 
and some of their beds to supplement 
the furniture in the building. 


The boiler at the Asheville Presby- 
tery home exploded while staff mem- 
bers and children were at a Sunday 
worship service at Black Mountain’s 
First Church. The stoker was also 
destroyed in the mishap, but there was 
no other damage, and no one was in- 
jured. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


ECUADOR — The Rev. and Mrs. J. 
Millen Darnell, Presbyterian U. S. mis- 
sionaries to the Indians of the high 
Andes Mountains in Ecuador, have an- 
nounced the birth of their second 
daughter, Rachel Millen, Feb. 13. 


BRAZIL — Miss Billy Gammon, ed- 
ucational missionary to Brazil, has ar- 
rived in the U. S. from Europe to 
complete her furlough in Richmond, 
Va. She has been taking part in con- 
ferences, studying and traveling in 
Europe. 





P.C. THEME ANNOUNCED 


CLINTON, S. C. — “An Unchang- 
ing Christ in a Changing World” was 
che theme for Religious Emphasis 
Week at Presbyterian College. 
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61 SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED 
FOR CAMP WESTMINSTER 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Camp Westmin- 


ster’s 1961 schedule includes two 
junior camps, another for pioneers, 
and another for seniors. There will also 
be a Bible Conference for families and 
adults. Registration materials and de- 
tailed information are available from 
the director, Knox Chamblin, 493 
Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta. 


Conference dates are: Seniors, June 
21 - July 4; Junior I, July 6 - 18; Pio- 
neers, July 20 - Aug. 1; Junior II, 
Aug. 3 - 15; Bible Conference, Aug. 
20 - 27. 


Featured speakers the last week will 
be Dr. Robert Strong, pastor of Trin- 
ity church, Montgomery, Ala., and Dr. 
Richard Gray, pastor of Calvary church 
in suburban Philadelphia and mod- 
erator of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. The 114-acre camp, near 
Conyers, Ga., is operated by a board 
of managers organized by Atlanta’s 
Westminster church, whose pastor is 
Dr. John R. Richardson. 





ABINGDON MEETS 


TAZEWELL, Va. — Abingdon Pres- 
bytery held its winter meeting here 
with the Rev. Eldon Wadsworth of 
Hillsville as moderator. Speakers in- 
cluded Executive Secretary T. A. Free- 
man, who discussed the Mission to the 
Nation, and Dr. Paul F. Warren, Syn- 
od’s Campus Christian Life chairman, 
who reported on the campaign for 
King College and Campus Christian 
Life. The Rev. Eugene Daniel, can- 
didate secretary of the Board of World 
Missions, delivered the evening ser- 
mon. Elected commissioners to the 
101st General Assembly were min- 
isters W. F. Wadsworth, Douglas W. 
Hix and T. A. Freeman and ruling el- 
ders J. M. Thomas, Philip Sadler and 
B. T. Quillen. 





LAMOTTE GIVEN POSTS 


MAXTON, N. C. —(PN) — Dr. 
Louis C. Lamotte, president of Pres- 
byterian Junior College since 1939 and 
vice-president of St. Andrews Presby- 
terian College in Laurinburg since 
1957, has been named director of 
adult education and summer school at 
St. Andrews when the new college 
opens in Laurinburg in September. 





A friend whom you can buy can be 
bought away’from you. 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
2. God Is With Joseph in Prison 


DO YOU KNOW why Joseph was shown favor in prison? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 29:21: 45:7. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY ABOUT why Joseph was 


shown favor? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Christ is always with those who love 
Him. Matthew 28:20. 


-¢$ $+ S HF 


JOSEPH IS A SERVANT IN EGYPT Genesis 39: |-6 


(If the sentence is true, put ““Yes.”” If it is not true, put ‘“No.”) 
Joseph became Pharaoh’s slave. 
The Lord was with Joseph. 
His master disliked Joseph. 
Joseph served his master well. 


JOSEPH IS SENT TO PRISON 


Genesis 39:20-22. Joseph refused to do wrong to please 
Potiphar’s wife so she lied about him to her husband. “And 
Joseph’s master __ __ __ __ him, and __ __ __ him into the 
However, “the __ __ __ __ was with 


JOSEPH INTERPRETS DREAMS 


Genesis 40:1-3. Pharaoh was angry with his $$. __- = = ss | 
and his _. __ __ __ __, and sent them to ____..._.___| 
Both men had strange dreams. 
Genesis 40:9-14, 23. In his dream, the butler saw a vine with 
branches. The vine brought forth ripe 
The butler gave a cup of juice to 
Joseph said this meant that the 
__ would be restored to his former place 
days. Joseph asked the butler to mention 


I eeteets detec 
him to Pharaoh. 
In his dream, the baker saw himself with . 
baskets on his head. Birds ate the 
out of the baskets. Joseph said this meant that the _ __ ___ __ 


would be hanged in __ __ — ne, GHB. 


CHRIST IS WITH US IN ALL PLACES 
Matthew 28:20. Just as God was with Joseph, so the Lord 


Jesus will be with His disciples, ‘‘even unto the __ __ __ of the 


¢$ $$ $+ * 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Does the Bible say Luke 


was a physician? Look up Colossians 4:14. 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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LEADER’S RESOURCES FOR 
ADULT COMMUNICANTS’ CLAS- 
SES, by Mac and Anne Turnage. John 
Knox Press, Richmond. 77 pp. $1.00. 

TOWARD RESPONSIBLE DIS- 
CIPLESHIP, by William B. Ward. 
John Knox Press, Richmond. 86 pp. 


$1.25. 


These companion books go well to- 
gether in their strengths and weak- 
nesses. Both are well written, but 
neither is vigorous in evangelical ex- 
pression. Both are attempts to say 
for our generation, in terms our gen- 
eration can understand, what it means 
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. It 
is one thing to restate old doctrine in 
contemporary terms; it is quite anoth- 
er to state new doctrine. Neither 
book is free from attempts to do the 
latter. 


LEADER’S RESOURCES is divided 
into two parts, the first of which is a 
guide for using TOWARD RESPON- 
SIBLE DISCIPLESHIP in six, ten or 
thirteen weeks Communicants’ Classes. 
The second part suggests other ap- 
proaches to such a class. A list of 
books for supplemental reading is giv- 
en, some of which are from an evan- 
gelical viewpoint, and many of which 
are not. 


TOWARD RESPONSIBLE DIS- 
CIPLESHIP has good chapters on 
“Christian Origins,” “Presbyterian Or- 
igins”’ and “Concerning the Worship 
of God’’; fairly good chapters on “The 
Work of the Church” and “The Chris- 
tian Life”; and a weak chapter on 
“Presbyterian Doctrine.” The author 
is unwilling to admit that Presbyterian 
doctrine is really distinctive except in 
the matter of Church government. 
This book also reflects the uncertainty 
of some contemporary Christian Edu- 
cators concerning what the Bible is— 
whether the Word of God or merely 
something that becomes the Word of 
God to certain readers. Out of this un- 
certainty grows a lessening compulsion 
to take seriously the content of our 
belief — doctrine, in other words. 


In the hands of a discerning teacher, 
these books can be used with profit, 
but not without a shift in some of 
their emphases. 


—/(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 


CALVIN: INSTITUTES OF THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, ed. by John 
T. MeNeill. 2 Vols. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 1734 pp. $12.50 (for 
two volumes). 


About 40 years ago it was difficult 
to find a new set of Calvin’s Institutes 
in the United States. Usually one 
had to go to the second hand book 
store to get this masterpiece. It is 
a pleasure to note that during recent 
years a number of well-edited sets 
have come from the press. One of the 
most attractive is this recent addition 
to the Library of Christian Classics, 
Vols XX and XXI. 


Dr. MeNeill has used the resources 
of a large group of experts in the prep- 
aration of this work. They have col- 
lated all previous editions in Latin, 
French, German and English. All ref- 
erences and notes have been verified, 
corrected, and expanded and new bib- 
liographies have been added. This new 
translation achieves a high degree of 
accuracy and at the same time is more 





readable than former editions. The 
paper is of fine quality, the type 
pleasant to the eye and the headings 
for chapter divisions and sections well 
ordered. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE LABOR OF LOVE, by Spiros 
Zodhiates. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publ. 
Co., Grand Rapids. 376 pp. $4.00. 


Here is the second of a three-volume 
study of the Epistle of James based 
upon a close examination of the origi- 
nal Greek New Testament. The author 
is General Secretary of the American 
Mission to Greeks. He operates the 
largest Protestant publishing house in 
Greece, issuing the monthly magazine, 
Voice of the Gospel. 


THE LABOR OF LOVE is an ex- 
egetical and expository work of con- 
siderable detail and originality. As 
Zodhiates exegetes it, James does not 
become “an epistle of straw.” The 





our circle. 
year is out. 


ville, N. C. 





A Circle Chairman Wrote --- 


A few days ago the circle chairman of a business girls’ circle in 
one of the larger churches wrote to us. She said: 


The first time I was asked to be in charge of the program, 
I took my copy of the Journal along. One or two of the 
members complimented me on the Bible study after it was 
over, but that was all. Two months later someone had to 
step out at the last minute, and I was asked to fill in. Not 
having enough time for preparation, I simply read Dr. 
Gutzke’s Circle Bible Study and we had a discussion. 
Afterwards two or three members came up and asked to 
see my Journal. One of these (who had the program for 
the next month) called me later that week and asked if she 
could borrow my Journal when it came... . Well, to make 
a long story short, here is a list of names and addresses 
and a check to cover. This list represents about half of 
I hope the others will subscribe before the 


You, too, can introduce many others to the Journal. Church Paper 
Week is coming up (April 16-23), and we will send free sample 
copies. Send your request to the Journal business office, Weaver- 


--- They Want the Journal 
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works of the believer are shown as is- 


suing from the life of faith. Divine 
grace is shown to be the basis of sal- 
vation, with good works following as 
the fruitage thereof. Where faith can- 
not often be seen, the fruitage of the 
faith is seen in the works. 


The book contains a ten page bib- 
liography on The Epistle of James, an 
index of subjects, and index of illus- 
trations, an index of Scripture verses 
other than James, index of English 
words, index of Greek words, and last 
but not least, very valuable guides 
to transliteration, from Greek to Eng- 
lish, and from English to Greek. This 
book is not only for those who know 
Greek, but can be used easily by lay- 
men as well. 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





TRUMPET OF SALVATION, by 
Norman E. Nygaard. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids. 180 pp. 
$2.50. 


Here is a biography that reads like 
a novel: the tender, moving love story 
of William and Catherine Booth, foun- 
ders of the Salvation Army. 


Here, too, the gifted pastor of Kim- 
ball, Nebraska’s, First Presbyterian 
Church presents the Genera! as he 
really was: dedicated, devoted, dy- 
namic, often demanding, always dra- 
matic, altogether the man for the work 
he was called to do. 


Though organized religion had de- 
teriorated to “. .. A matter of form 
. .. & withered husk . . . a dead shell 

.” Booth never intended to start 
another denomination. He had to be- 
cause his humble converts were not 
made to feel at home in the established 
churches. Oppose. by an unholy al- 
liance of professional religionists, pub 
owners, and agnostic Thomas Huxley, 
slandered and reviled (in France it 
was even rumored the Salvation Army 
was a part of a conspiracy to restore 
the Jesuits to power!), he stood his 
ground and was vindicated. In a 
challenging manner author Nygaard 
chronicles Booth’s concern for those 
whose names were on the police blot- 
ter instead of the social register, his 
practical solutions for social problems, 
and above all his passion for souls. 


Mr. Nygaard is also the author of 
TEMPEST OVER SCOTLAND — The 
story of John Knox (better get that 
one for your church library too!). 
With such a choice of subjects he 


could not fail to write interesting and 
worthwhile books. Let it be hoped 
that more biographical “novels” are 
forthcoming. 


—(Rev.) James MacKenzie 
Kannapolis, N. C. 





CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES 1960, 
by H. Van Riessen and others. The 
Association for Reformed Scientific 
Studies, Canada. Distributed by Eerd- 


mans, Grand Rapids. 1960. 159 pp. 
$1.50. 
This paperback volume contains 


three series of lectures on the rela- 
tion of Christianity — in its Calvinistic 
form — to science, history, and learn- 
ing. One gathers that the speakers, 
representing three different national 
backgrounds, spoke to a well-educated 
Canadian audience made up largely 
of newly immigrated Dutch students. 


The conviction that runs through 
the entire series is that Christ is King 
in every endeavor of learning and, 
consequently, “that scientific studies 
must be based upon the Word of God, 
and must be accomplished in the light 
of God’s revelation, because, accord- 
ing to the witness of Jesus Christ 
Himself, only in God’s Light can we 
see the light.” 


Dr. Van Riessen, who lectures on 
the Christian approach to science, ‘is 
a professor in the Dutch University 
of Technology at Delft. Christians 
consider idolatrous, he says, not sci- 
ence, but the “erroneous belief in an 
objective, neutral, self-sufficient and 
unlimited science.” The nineteenth 
century believed in redemption through 
scientific progress; the twentieth, by 
applied science in a planned society. 
We must choose between this science 
or Christ. 


Prof. A. L. Farris, the church his- 
torian at Knox College, Toronto, 
maintains that the direction and goal 
of history are of God’s ordering and 
initiative. If Van Riessen is realistic, 
Farris is optimistic. He sees Christ 
as “the victor over the dynamics op- 
erating within the processes of his- 
tory.” 


H. Evans Runner, who teaches phil- 
osophy at Calvin College in Grand 
Rapids, lays a philosophical ground- 
work to all disciplines of learning. 
Man cannot be neutral, he asserts, in 
regard to any field of knowledge. “As 
a religious being he is driven to relig- 
ious statements, to search for the to- 


tality of meaning and to make a state. 
ment about the unity of his selfhood.” 
If he does not pay homage to the Cre. 
ator, he will worship the creature or 
the creation. “Facts do not ‘speak’ 
to us unless we see them in their Or. 
der. In one way or another the scholar 
must have an Order in his findings. 
If the Word of God does not teach 
him what this Order is, he must sub- 
stitute some principle of total-struc- 
turation of his own devising.” 


Runner and Van Riessen are fol- 
lowers of the new school of Christian 
philosophy that was developed in the 
Netherlands by Dooyeweerd and Vol- 
lenhoven and which is beginning to 
make an impact upon Calvinists in this 
country. Very likely those who read 
these lectures will want to learn more 
about the philosophy that inspired it. 


—/(Rev.) Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 





THE PASTORAL GENIUS OF 
PREACHING, by Samuel Volbeda. 
Compiled and edited by Robert Even- 
huis. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids. 85 pp. $2.00. 


Dr. Volbeda, professor of Practical 
Theology at Calvin Seminary for twen- 
ty six years, approaches the subject 
by showing that preaching is essential- 
ly a pastoral activity. He explores 
the ground on which his subject is 
based in the Scriptures. The need of 
man for pastoral care is carefully 
shown in the chapter on The Dua! 
Character of Man’s Life. The use of 
ministers, by God, to feed His flock 
and the qualifications of such ministers 
is brought out in the chapter on God’s 
Intermediaries. He also contends that 
“in view of so much bad preaching as 
the history of the pulpit records, that 
preaching is pastoral only insofar as 
it makes Christ Himself vocal in the 
solemn assembly.” 


The spirit of the book is best summed 
up in this quotation: “Ministers must 
be shepherds at heart, in spirit, in 
their inmost being, if they are to 
qualify as shepherds in action. — The 
pastoral function must have its root- 
age in pastoral character. Then preach- 
ing will not only have a pastoral pur- 
pose in a given case and wear a pas- 
toral aspect, but it will be pastoral in 
its very genius. Then it will be as 
natural to shepherd the flock of God 
wisely and well as it is for a tree to 
produce fruit after its kind.” 
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In view of the extra functions ex- 
pected of (and assumed by) the min- 
ister in this day which, in effect, cause 
him to conceive of his job as organiza- 
tional first and pastoral second this 
book would be helpful for ministers, 
theology students, and those contem- 
plating entering the ministry. 


—Olin Coleman 
Marshall, N. C. 





CURRICULUM—from p. 8 


The apostle Paul wrote of his source 
of information, “The Gospel which 
was preached of me is not after man. 
For I neither received it of man, neith- 
er was I taught it, but by the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11-12). 


Our Confession of Faith declares: 
“The whole counsel of God, concern- 
ing all things necessary for His own 
glory, man’s salvation, faith, and life, 
is either expressly set down in Scrip- 
ture, or by good and necessary con- 
sequences may be deduced from Scrip- 
ture: unto which nothing at any time 
is to be added, whether by new revela- 
tions of the Spirit or traditions of 
men” (I:VI). 


This does not mean, of course, that 
Infinity had been or can be compressed 
into finite words. But it does mean 
that God has put what we need to 
know for justification, adoption and 
sanctification into words and — as 
we will see in our next study — there 
is no reason to believe that what He 
said has been, or can be improved 
upon. 


In the next article we will discuss the 
possible effect on the curriculum of the 
doctrine of the Church — as “witness 
and instrument” of revelation — which 
is set forth in the “foundation” papers. 





For evil to triumph it is only neces- 
sary for good men to do nothing.— 
Edmund Burke. 





FOR SALE: Montreat lot, Graybeard 
Trail. Excellent building site, com- 
paratively level. $1,500. For details 
write Daniel D. Dickensen, Jr., Bex 


330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of the fa- 
mous McGuffey’s Readers have been complet- 
ed and you can now purchase exact copies 
at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


lst Reader ........ $2.50 4th Reader ........ $3.50 
2nd Reader ........ $2.76 5th Reader ........ $3.76 
3rd Reader ........ $3.25 6th Reader ........ $4.25 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-3 Rowan, Iowa 









WOMAN: 


TRUST OFFICER: 








I’ve just heard about something that strikes me as a good 
idea. Someone told ‘me about a mutual friend who in- 
cluded a Presbyterian college in her will. Think of it: her 
bequest will go on and on helping the college educate 


I'd like to do some- 
if you think it’s a good idea. 


our fine young people. You know, 
thing similar, 


It’s an excellent idea; our institutions need the money to 
carry on their work. Right in this desk, I’ve a brochure 
prepared by thirty-four laymen telling of the opportunities 
for investment. Here, take this copy. As you can see, the 
various schools are laying thoughtful plans for the future. 
But these plans are costly and the colleges will need 
generous gifts if they’re to proceed. I can think of no 
more worthwhile bequest than one to Presbyterian higher 
education. Only be sure to obtain competent legal advice 
in preparing your will. And you won’t want to put re- 
strictions on the use of your gift. Our twenty-seven col- 
leges and seminaries have able boards of trustees, in 
touch with their needs, who will use your funds wisely. 


eee Eee 
LT SA 
OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


SENIOR COLLEGES 


Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga. 

Arkansas College, Batesville, Ark. 

Austin College, Sherman, Tez. 

Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 

Centre College, Danville, Ky. 

Consolidated Presbyterian College 
of North Carolina, Laurinburg, N. C. 
Flora Macdonald College, ren Springs,NC 
Peace College, Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior College, Marton,NC 

Davidson College, Davidson. N. C. 

Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, W. Va. 

Florida Presbyterian College, St. Peters- 


burg, Fla. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 


Hampden-Sydney College, Hampden- 
Sydney, Va. 
King College, Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Va. 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C. 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern at Memphis, Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster College, Fulton, Mo. 
JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Lees Junior College, Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk, N. 
Montreat Anderson College, Fae tant N. C. 
School of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Miss. 
Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas’ 


SEMINARIES 


Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Austin,Tex 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 

Presbyterian School of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Va. 


d DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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MINISTERS 


Lester Sheppard, from Mount Airy, 
N. C., to Route 2, Westfield, N. C. 


Barry Cox, from Indianola, Miss., to 
Union Congregational Church, Buf- 
falo, Wyo. 

R. Foster Edwards, from Hamer, S. 
C., to Honea Path, S. C., church. 


Irvin W. Wilcox, retired as pastor 
of the Lamar Heights Church, Mem- 
phis, has accepted a temporary as- 
signment as visiting minister at the 
Second Church, Memphis, Tenn. 
Frank W. Price, now of the Mis- 
sionary Research Library, National 
Council of Churches, will become 
Professor of Missions at Mary Bald- 
‘win College. 


DEATHS 


The Session of the Mt. Holly, N. C., 
church has memorialized Elder 
Avery M. Smith who died December 
17, 1960. 





LETTERS 


SOME DO, SOME DON’T 


(Through the generosity of friends, 
the JOURNAL is sent to Assembly 
commissioners, thinking that they will 
want to study every side of every ques- 
tion. Most appreciate the gift. Some 
don’t.) 


Though I perhaps represent a dif- 
ferent point of view than your paper 
in general, I will app:eciate your cov- 
erage and viewpoint as it concerns the 
General Assembly meeting. It being 
my first, I hope I will be aware of all 
opinions pertaining to the issues. 


—W. A. Jenkins 
Manchester, Tenn. 





Thank you for your offer and I 
would most gladly like to accept this 
wonderful offer. I read with interest 
each issue of the Journal. 


—Allen Thomas Cowan 
Signal Mt., Tenn. 


I would prefer that you do not 
send me the Journal. 


—/(Rev.) Joseph B. Clower, Jr. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 





Your generous offer is much ap- 
preciated but since your editorial com- 
ments are quite divergent from my 
thoughts, I feel your Journal would 
not be sufficiently utilized to justify 
sending. 


—Clarence Wenger 
Harrisonburg, Va. 





I do not wish to accept this gift 
subscription. 


—Marshall Shanklin 
White Sulphur Springs, Va. 





This is to advise that I do not want 
your paper. 


—Hugh T. Bennett 
Humboldt, Tenn. 





I appreciate the offer but feel this 
service could best be utilized by a free 
subscription to someone else. 


—J. Reed Boyd 
Columbia, S. C. 





I would not have the time to read 
the Journal. 


—H. S. Weaver 
Prairie Village, Kans. 





No, thank you. 


—John T. Hanah 
Houston, Tex. 





IS THE BIBLE INACCURATE? 


A lecture course is being given on 
the book, THE OLD TESTAMENT, by 
J. S. Wallace, revised and enlarged by 
William A. Irwin, in the Pres- 
byterian Church of which I am a 
member. I know you are snowed un- 
der with demands upon your time but 
could you possibly find time to glance 
through the copy I am mailing you un- 
der separate cover? 





Please tell me, is the Bible vague, 
inaccurate, fragmentary, unchronologi- 
cal in order — is the Bible as poor a 
piece of workmanship (God’s) as Ir- 
win says it is? 
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.. . In all fairness to my minister let 
me say that I have never heard him 
preach a sermon that was not in line 


with the Bible. But with my min- 
ister’s sermons so in line, why will he 
recommend such books as_ Bowie’s 
STORY OF THE BIBLE (Journal, 
March 8, p. 22) and why is a book 
like Irwin’s being taught in our church 

. all these things I don’t under- 
stand? 


—A Troubled Christian 


We have read the Irwin book and 
find it typical of the unbelieving ap- 
proach to Old Testament criticism. The 
author finds little that can be accept- 
ed as historical or accurate prior to 
the captivity and nothing recorded of 
a supernatural or miraculous nature. 
What we said about the Bowie book in 
the Mar. 8 issue could be said of this 


We have long pondered the phenom. 
enon of a minister who preaches the 
Gospel but who uses and recommends 
unbelieving material. The only an- 
swer we have to suggest is that a 
great many men today are being 
taught to put implicit confidence in 
the Church. If a book is recommend. 
ed by the Church, published by the 
Church or used by the Church they 
seem to feel duty-bound to adopt it 
and recommend it regardless of what 
it contains. Sometimes a minister is 
given a list of books by a seminary 
professor and he assumes that some 
sort of disloyalty would be implied 
should he fail to use them in his min- 
istry. If there is another explanation 
we don’t know it. 


Meanwhile, don’t let anybody teach 
you that the Bible is misleading, in- 
accurate, of pagan origins or of hu- 
man invention. Just remember that 
the Scripture says, “Many false proph- 
ets have gone out into the world,” and 
“they will deceive, if they can, even 
the very elect.” For sound and con- 
structive introductory notes to the Old 
Testament, get a copy of some book 
such as THE NEW BIBLE COMMEN- 
TARY by Davidson, Stibbs and Kevan 
(Eerdmans) which contains excellent 
introductory notes as well as being a 
trustworthy commentary.—Ed. 





“I am dead to the Law that I might 
live unto God.”—Galatians 2:19. The 
life of faith is not oriented with re- 
spect to rules but with respect to a 
Person. Religion is not obedience to 
Law, but rather love of God. 





